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INSTITUTO DE ENSINO BRASIL – ESTADOS UNIDOS

Upper Intermediate 4B - World Link 4B
Form 1 – Final Oral test


Teacher’s sheet

Lessons 10 – 12
Part one: Reading
Taking a Break

PARAGRAPH 1

For a lot of working people, taking a large chunk of time off can be pretty difficult. Most employers allow a two- or three-week vacation each year, but some workers, especially people in supervisory positions, don't feel they can afford to be out of the office that long. They may take a day or two here and there, but at the end of the year they find themselves left with a week or more of unused vacation. Some corporations allow employees to carry over some or all of the days into the next fiscal year. However, many workers just end up losing this potential vacation time.

PARAGRAPH 2

College professors generally fare a little better in the vacation department. Like their students, professors' schedules include a number of class days and a number of days off. True, they have to attend planning sessions, department meetings, and take care of other college-related responsibilities when not teaching classes. In addition, most instructors spend many evening and weekend hours planning lectures, correcting tests and counseling students. But, because of the strict academic schedule, they are forced to finish their projects by set dates which makes it easier for some of them set aside vacation time on a regular basis.

PARAGRAPH 3

At one time, an especially attractive aspect of being a full-time college professor was the possibility of taking a sabbatical. Traditionally, full professors at major universities were offered a single semester off at full pay or a whole year off at half pay every seven years. During this time away, they were expected to pursue research or to do some other constructive work related to their field of expertise. Some universities still offer this option, but the financial strain being experienced in higher education circles is making the practice less common than it once was. In one way, a sabbatical resembles a vacation. The instructor does not usually teach at all during this time period. Frequently, he or she spends the time in another city or even overseas.

PARAGRAPH 4

The term sabbatical has a long history. Originally, it described the ancient Jewish tradition of allowing a farmer's field to remain unplanted one year out of every seven. The ancients felt that this kept the soil from becoming totally worn out and increased the overall productivity of the field. Universities believe the same thing may be true for professors. The time off helps them continue to be interesting and effective teachers.

PARAGRAPH 5

So what is involved in taking a sabbatical? The instructor usually starts planning at least a year ahead of time. He or she must decide on a focus for the sabbatical--a topic to research, a voyage of discovery to take, or a social contribution to make, such as helping to organize a school in a remote country. Some professors take sabbaticals for the purpose of writing a book in their field of expertise. First, permission must be granted by the school administration. This involves the completion of an application in which the professor describes how the time will be spent and how this will contribute to improving their teaching ability or to making them a more valuable member of the school's faculty. After permission is granted, the person helps arrange for others to take over teaching and other academic responsibilities. During the period of the sabbatical, the professor usually doesn't have to attend meetings and checks in with a supervisor only on an occasional basis.
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Teacher’s sheet

Lessons 10 – 12

Part two: Vocabulary

1. Imagine that you could take a trip around the world. List three places you would visit.
2. Is it easy or difficult to have a time off?
3. If you could gap a year, where would you go and what would you do there?
4. What do you do when you have a problem with something you bought? Do you usually keep quit or complain? 

5. What do you do for a fun date if you had no money at al to spend?
Part Three: Grammar

6. What are some disadvantages of a blind date?
7. Why do you think many celebrities have unhappy love lives?
8. Which method would you use to break up with someone? Why?
9. Why don’t people like to prepare for emergencies? 
10. Have you (or someone you know) ever called for help in an emergency? What happened?
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Student’s sheet

Lessons 10 - 12
Reading
Taking a Break

PARAGRAPH 1

For a lot of working people, taking a large chunk of time off can be pretty difficult. Most employers allow a two- or three-week vacation each year, but some workers, especially people in supervisory positions, don't feel they can afford to be out of the office that long. They may take a day or two here and there, but at the end of the year they find themselves left with a week or more of unused vacation. Some corporations allow employees to carry over some or all of the days into the next fiscal year. However, many workers just end up losing this potential vacation time.

PARAGRAPH 2

College professors generally fare a little better in the vacation department. Like their students, professors' schedules include a number of class days and a number of days off. True, they have to attend planning sessions, department meetings, and take care of other college-related responsibilities when not teaching classes. In addition, most instructors spend many evening and weekend hours planning lectures, correcting tests and counseling students. But, because of the strict academic schedule, they are forced to finish their projects by set dates which makes it easier for some of them set aside vacation time on a regular basis.

PARAGRAPH 3

At one time, an especially attractive aspect of being a full-time college professor was the possibility of taking a sabbatical. Traditionally, full professors at major universities were offered a single semester off at full pay or a whole year off at half pay every seven years. During this time away, they were expected to pursue research or to do some other constructive work related to their field of expertise. Some universities still offer this option, but the financial strain being experienced in higher education circles is making the practice less common than it once was. In one way, a sabbatical resembles a vacation. The instructor does not usually teach at all during this time period. Frequently, he or she spends the time in another city or even overseas.

PARAGRAPH 4

The term sabbatical has a long history. Originally, it described the ancient Jewish tradition of allowing a farmer's field to remain unplanted one year out of every seven. The ancients felt that this kept the soil from becoming totally worn out and increased the overall productivity of the field. Universities believe the same thing may be true for professors. The time off helps them continue to be interesting and effective teachers.

PARAGRAPH 5

So what is involved in taking a sabbatical? The instructor usually starts planning at least a year ahead of time. He or she must decide on a focus for the sabbatical--a topic to research, a voyage of discovery to take, or a social contribution to make, such as helping to organize a school in a remote country. Some professors take sabbaticals for the purpose of writing a book in their field of expertise. First, permission must be granted by the school administration. This involves the completion of an application in which the professor describes how the time will be spent and how this will contribute to improving their teaching ability or to making them a more valuable member of the school's faculty. After permission is granted, the person helps arrange for others to take over teaching and other academic responsibilities. During the period of the sabbatical, the professor usually doesn't have to attend meetings and checks in with a supervisor only on an occasional basis.
